The hydrocoral Errina antarctica is described around southern South America (south of 50°S; Fig. 1 ) and along the Scotia Arc down to 771 m (Cairns 1983). In Chile, we found E. antarctica in diving depths as far north as 43°25¢S. It has been identified as key structural species creating important habitats for a multitude of organisms (Häussermann and Försterra 2007; Fig. 1b, d), but the colonies are slow growing and easily damaged (Miller et al. 2004). In 2006, we discovered impressive reef-like accumulations of large colonies of E. antarctica on slopes below 10 m and on the bottom of Copihue Channel in the Madre de Dios archipelago (50°S) (Häussermann and Försterra 2007; Fig. 1a).
